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Broadwas and Cotheridge

Annual Parish Meeting

22nd May 2024 - 7.00pm
held in the Village Hall, Broadwas

The Chairman, Richard Burrows, invites everyone of both
parishes - it will be an opportunity for you to share with
residents of Broadwas and Cotheridge any achievements and
news your organisation has had over the last year and any
upcoming projects that are planned for the coming year.
We sincerely hope that you can attend the meeting, or if you
are unable to attend, to supply a report so that it can be
included in the meeting.

Please RSVP attendance and reports by 14th May either
by email: clerk@broadwascotheridge-pc.gov.uk

or to: Broadwas and Cotheridge Parish Council, Office 9,

The Old Vicarage, 1 Rowberry Street Bromyard HR7 4DU

Knightwick & Doddenham

Annual Parish Meeting

Monday 20th May 2024 at 7.00pm
held at the Talbot Hotel, Knightwick


mailto:clerk@broadwascotheridge-pc.gov.uk

Monthly musings from Rev Anne (Team Rector)

Following on from the April edition in which | gave a flavour of the time |
spent in Malawi. Many of you will know that Malawi is the home of my
childhood having been born in Lilongwe and spent my childhood returning to
this country when | was 10 years old. However. | have been back a few times
including spending three months after my ‘A’ Levels staying at Malosa on the
Anglican Diocesan Mission station, under the auspicious eye of Bishop Arden
who was a family friend. On the site was a big hospital, a nursing school, a
leprosy house, a secondary school, a theological college and the bishop’s
house. The mission station was established in 1910 with the hospital
opening in 1913. Apart from the leprosy house everything else is still there
nearly 60 years later. Many things have changed over the years, particularly
improved and faster communication from the ‘bluey’ airmail letters to the
instant ‘whatsapp’ thanks to the internet. The mobile phone has
revolutionised internal contacts particularly among the educated middle-
class Malawian. There is greater poverty due to overpopulation, less
subsistence farming, over-fishing of the lake. Some things haven’t changed.
A high percentage of the people are not educated in spite of primary
education being free, due to secondary education being fee
paying. The majority (over 80%) live in rural areas, there
being four major metropolitan areas — Lilongwe (the
capital), Blantrye (commercial centre), Zomba (university
town) and Mzuzu (the northern ‘city’).

Also the sunshine and the smiles in the ‘warm heart of
Africa’, thank God, have not changed!

Malawi is predominantly a Christian country (over 80%)
and even though the historical roots of Christianity in
Malawi are intertwined with its colonial past the churches
have evolved a unique expression of faith. An inculturation of early 20"
century Christianity with the African beliefs and religious rituals around their
strong sense of ancestral worship. Yet it is the church which remains
resilient and steadfast despite facing challenges of poverty and political
instability. A hundred plus years later it is notably the Malawian churches, or
organisations with strong Christian foundations, that are actively addressing
the social issues including healthcare, education and poverty alleviation,
reflecting Jesus’ call to love our neighbour as ourselves. Their vibrant
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worship is filled with joyous singing and dancing and is certainly a humbling,
yet enriching experience.

Friends of Mulanje Orphans (FOMO) was established in the Mulanje area
in 2000 to feed orphans as a result of the AIDS crisis, by a Malawian
married to an Englishman, whom she met when he was a VSO in Lilongwe.
If you want to know more please do go onto their website. Today they
have 14 rural centres, where pre-school children gather in the morning for
basic lessons in English and are fed. In the afternoon primary school
children who are orphans or vulnerable, coming from very poor homes,
which is growing number due to the increasing cost of food, are fed. They
are given nsima (a thick porridge made from maize) and red beans or rice
and red beans. Occasionally some green vegetables and on very special
occasions like Christmas goat or chicken. In the past twenty four years
FOMO has also built a driving school, a clinic and a secondary school, which
is now self-funding. But the feeding continues.

Education for all is vital for the country to develop and lift itself out of
poverty. Women need to be empowered in this patriarchal society where
so many women and children are dependent on whichever man is in the
home. There are now programmes running across the country, often by
organisations like Christian Aid working with the Government, to encourage
women to set up small business. Others like the charity Building Futures in
Malawi who resource government schools including skilling girls to make
washable sanitaryware so that they can attend school fulktime and not
miss a week each month encouraging them to aspire and achieve. Then
there is the Catholic based Chisombezi deaf and blind school by educating
those with disabilities enable them to take an active part in their local
communities; and St John Ambulance, offering mother and baby care and
advice whilst encouraging both mother and father to understand the
importance of taking their infants and toddlers for follow-up care at the
local clinics.

It is not just in Malawi such amazing love is shown but in so many places
where people are suffering from poverty, injustice, oppression, the ravages
of war and so on reflecting Jesus’ commandment to his disciples Just as /
have loved you, you should also love one another’ (lohn 12:34)
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Events Diary - May

2nd Thurs all day - Election Day
12 -2pm Lunch in Company (LinC) - Martley Memorial Hall

5"Sun 10.30am  Worship for All - Broadwas Church
11.00am  Rogation Service - Noak Farm, Martley
6.00pm Evensong - Cotheridge Church

6™ Mon Early May Bank Holiday
7™ Tues 11.00am  Royal British Legion meeting at the Talbot
8" Wed 10.15am  Holy Communion at Heaton House

12" Sun  10.30am  Holy Communion at Wichenford Church
3.00pm  Evening Worship - Knightwick Chapel

15" Wed 12.30pm  Broadwas Ladies - The Bell, Broadheath
16" Thurs 2.00 - 4pm Cuppa & Chat at Cotheridge Church

19" Sun  10.30am  Holy Communion - Broadwas Church
Café Church - St Peters, Martley

20" Mon 7.00pm Knightwick & Doddenham Annual Parish Meeting
22" Wed 10.15am  Holy Communion at Heaton House

7.00pm  Broadwas & Cotheridge Parish Council - AGM & Parish Meeting
23" Thurs 2.30-4pm Pastoral Tea Party - Martley Memorial Hall

26™ Sun 10.30am  Morning Worship - Broadwas Church

Save the Date
- Cotheridge Fete will be held this year on Saturday July 13th

LinC in May
Please note that due to Broadwas Village Hall being used as a Polling
Station on Thursday May 2nd our monthly Lunch will take place at Martley
Memorial Hall at the usual time, the meal being served at 12.30pm.

Look forward to seeing you all there.
Jennifer (any queries please ring 01886833897).
Back in Broadwas in June.
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Knightwick & District Trefoil Guild

Knightwick and District Trefoil Guild recently celebrated their 70th
birthday with a very Special service at The Chapel of St Mary and St.
Andrew Knightwick, conducted by Rev Anne Potter and Rev Becky
Elliott. Both members of the Guild.

A lot of us remember the Founder members, and the wonderful
support they always gave to First Knightsford Bridge Guide Company.

It was all started by Miss Mary Walker and her Mother Mrs. John
Walker, without them there would have been no celebration.

The Guild has now disbanded and will become a friendship group.
So very apt to finish on a “high” with such a wonderful celebration,
remembering with affection our Founder members and all they did
for us. We especially remembers Mary Walker, “Captain”, she was a
constant in our lives and someone we all revered.

Bromya rd choral Society
Calling all singers.. . ...

Bromyard Choral Society is offering a Summer Term of 5
weeks singing light sacred and secular music from Tuesday 7
May ending with a concert at St Bartholomew’s Church, Much
Marcle on Saturday 22™ June. This 5 week term is free of charge
and we welcome all voice parts. If you are interested please
contact our Secretary on 01432 820813

or patsymarson(@gmail.com. Rehearsals take place on Tuesday
evenings at Methodist Church Hall, New Road, Bromyard HR7
4AJ from 7.30 to 9.30 p.m.

Sadly, we are losing our accompanist, Anna, and a vacancy
has therefore arisen for an accompanist from the new term
starting on Tuesday 10™ September 2024.

We rehearse every Tuesday in the Methodist Church Hall,
New Road, Bromyard, HR7 4AJ from 7.30 to 9.30 p.m.

If interested please contact our Secretary as above.

\_ J
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* ' COUNTY OF WORCHSTER. |

CLOSING OF KNIGHTSFORD BRIDGE. 1

OTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the PUBLIC |

: HIGHWAY over the RIVER TEME, at
KNIGHTSFORD, WILL BE CLOSED (except for

Foot Passengers), on and after the 10th day of APRIL |

next, for the purpose of Enabling the County Justices

to Proceed with the ERECTION of a NEW BRIDGE

there.
HENRY ROWE,
17, Foregate-street, Worcester, County Surveyor.

March 30th, 1883. l

Oct 1884 - OLD KNIGHTSFORD BRIDGE
To THE EDITOR OF BERROW'S WORCESTER JOURNAL.

Dear Sir,- The new iron bridge over the Teme, replacing the
rickety old wooden one, has just been
completed. I am told that the predecessor
of the wooden one was built of sandstone,
and (according to local tradition) that it
suddenly collapsed one day, more that a
hundred years ago, immediately after a
heavily-laden wagon had passed over it, |
should very much like to have some more
exact and authentic information on the
subject, with dates and description of the i ;
sandstone bridge, references to any old Extract of plan of Knightwick
engravings of it &c. Can you. Sir, or any of estate by John Bedford - no

your numerous readers kindly help me? - | date but early 18th century.
There was a great flood in Feb

Yours faithfully ) 1795 which destroyed a great
]BOWSFEd W_1lson. many bridges across the
Knightwick Rectory Severn, Teme and Wye Valleys

P.S.- What is the exact date of the building
of the wooden bridge which has just disappeared?
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Broadwas WI Final Meeting
[ e April 2024 The beginning of a new era!
Today we met at The Apple Tree Kitchen,

INSPIRING WOMEN Pitlands Farm where we enjoyed afternoon

tea, celebrating our new venture as Broadwas

Ladies, although we are still thinking about a

name. We all want to continue as a friendship group. Over the years

we have formed strong friendships and we feel it is important to

continue. We want to invite new members to join us in our new more

informal format. We will still meet on the third Wednesday of the

month, sometimes for coffee morning, lunch out or afternoon
meetings.

Next month we plan to meet for lunch at The Bell, Lower
Broadheath on May 15™ at 12.30 p.m.

For more information, or if you would like to join us please contact
Barbara Lloyd on 01905 333635

Susan Reeve - email: susan.reeve@reevery.net

DO COME FOR TEA, FUN AND GOOD COMPANY!

There will be a warm welcome to all from
the Pastoral Team
of Martley, Wichenford and the Lower Teme Valley
to

A TEA PARTY
on
Thursday 23rd May from 2.30-4pm
at
Martley Memorial Hall

Revd. Jennifer Whittaker. - 01886 833897
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Village Information

Church Officials:
Team Rector - Rev Anne Potter 01886 832355
Team Vicar - vacant
Assistant Priest - Rev Jennifer Whittaker 01886 833897
Churchwardens — Lower Teme Valley Parish
Rob Pearce 01886 821959
Peter Walker 01886 822137

Parish Councils

Broadwas & Cotheridge : www.broadwascotheridge-pc.gov.uk

Chairman — Richard Burrows
Clerk — Email : clerk@broadwascotheridge-pc.gov.uk
Knightwick & Doddenham
Clerk — Richard Timney 07515881231
Email : richardtimney@yahoo.com
Village Hall - Broadwas Georgina Tabberer, Chair,
Email:Broadwasvillagehall@outlook.com

Clubs and Societies

Broadwas Sports Assoc. Sec. - David Creed-Newton - 01886 880534
davidcreednewton@btinternet.com
Croquet Club — John Guy 01905 748192

Royal British Legion — Sue Ganderton 01905 422711

W.I. — Barbara Lloyd 01905 333635

Schools:
Broadwas C of E Primary School - Secretary 01886 821347
Bumblebees : Pre-school/Out-of-School Care 07817637241

Community Website - www.broadwas-cotheridge.com

Footprints Production Team
Editor: Peter Walker 01886 822137 ; peter43walker@gmail.com

Treasurer & Distribution Organisers: Paul Reeve 01886 821322
paulreeve100@gmail.com
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